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Barry’s Mediation Signature:

"I focus my practice primarily on divorce mediation with both represented and unrepresented parties. My signature is a comprehensive, individually tailored process that allows a couple to address the emotional, financial and legal aspects of divorce in the manner most appropriate for their individual situation. By combining 15 years business experience, over 600 hours of mediation training and Masters Degrees in Clinical Psychology and Conflict Management with the active use of a network of consulting attorneys, I am able to assist couples in all aspects of their divorce while helping them save time and money, maintain a co-parenting relationship and move on with their lives."

Bio:

Barry has been a certified mediator since 2003 and specializes in working with divorcing couples. His passion for helping couples through this difficult time, his extensive mediation and counseling training (including two advanced degrees) and his fifteen years as a businessperson, equip him to deal with both the practical and the emotional aspects of divorce. His approach is to assist couples in working though their specific issues as constructively as possible by helping them minimize negative tactics, emphasize productive ways to make decisions and focus on the big picture (such as the best interests of the children and/or not wasting a couple’s entire net worth on a costly court battle). By utilizing a multi-faceted approach that includes identifying the couple’s true issues and concerns, facilitating productive communication and educating the couple concerning possible outcomes, Barry has been able to achieve success in the majority of mediations he facilitates. 

Barry completed his B.A. in sociology at University of California, Santa Barbara as well as an M.A. in Clinical Psychology at Pepperdine University. This education and training further developed his advanced understanding of human dynamics as well as his exceptional ability to communicate and empathize with his clients. Later, his desire to combine his professional expertise with his interest in helping individuals, couples and groups work through destructive conflicts lead Barry to pursue a second graduate degree in Conflict Management and Peacemaking at Fresno Pacific University. Barry brings this advanced understanding of how people often deal with conflict, as well as potential pathways through the difficult issues, to every divorce mediation he facilitates.

Barry currently divides his time between his private mediation practice specializing in divorce, family and custody matters and providing pro bono mediation services for both the Appellate and Superior courts. His strong desire to give back a small portion of what he has been given translates into active involvement with numerous social service organizations throughout the greater Los Angeles area as well as internationally. He currently teaches interview skills to the homeless population in Downtown LA, mentors several at-risk boys, provides free conflict management training to charitable organizations and supports several overseas ministries. In his spare time, Barry is a whitewater rafting guide on the Kern River, a life-long skier, a PADI Advanced scuba diver and an avid world traveler.
