Captain Dave Nighswonger
Bio Info

Dave has been with the Sheriff’s Department since 1984, when he was hired as a Deputy Sheriff.  He graduated from the Orange County Sheriff’s Academy and was assigned to the Central Men’s Jail where he worked for the next two years before being transferred to Field Operations.

Dave spent the next 14 years assigned to patrol duties in various assignments, north and south.  He worked in the Cities of Mission Viejo, Lake Forest, Stanton, Laguna Hills, San Clemente, and the unincorporated areas.  Dave later specialized in traffic and was a Motorcycle Deputy and assigned to the Major Accident Reconstruction Team.  He also did a two year stint at the Sheriff’s Academy as a Tactical Officer responsible for training new recruits.

Dave was promoted to Sergeant in 2001 and assigned to the Intake Release Center as a supervisor.  He was later selected and assigned to supervise the Department’s Internal Affairs Unit in the Professional Standards Division, a rather unique assignment.  He has always joked about his bureaucratic and administrative duties and the foundation for this started with this assignment.

Three years later he was promoted to Lieutenant in 2004 and returned to the Intake Release Center as the Bureau Commander.  His jail tour lasted three years and until returning to the Professional Standards Division for more administrative work.  He was promoted to Captain in 2007 and stayed in the Professional Standards as its Division Commander for following two years.

Captain Dave Nighswonger was transferred to run the Theo Lacy Facility in 2009.  Theo Lacy is the largest of the Department’s jail facilities housing 2,900 inmates and detainees and staffed by 450 sworn and professional staff members.  In January of this year Dave was assigned as the Training Division Commander for the Orange County Sheriff’s Department and he oversees all the training for the Department.
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